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Practices for Supporting 
Newcomers with Disabilities in 
the Language Sector



Land 
Acknowledgement

Although all three of us reside in different 

territories, we want to acknowledge the land we 

are on today. We all have the pleasure of being 

able to walk along the coast and see the beautiful 

forests of this area. We are grateful to be able to 

share in the beauty of the unceded territory of 

the MusQueam, Squamis and Tseleil-Waututh

peoples. 





Medical vs Social Model of Disability

Medical Model Social Model

The person is the problem and 
needs to be fixed

Barriers are created by society

Used for labeling Individual with disabilities are 
unique and contribute to society

Society does not need to change It is society’s responsibility to 
remove barriers

Focused on what the person can’t 
do

Focuses on what a person can do



We are who 
we include!

It all starts with our belief system. 

We believe that all students belong 

in our program and that it is our 

responsibility to remove barriers for 

them. 



Preparing for success

Staff 
Review 
Student 
Supports

Plan IPP 
Meeting 

with staff 
and 

student

Train Staff 
and create 
supports



Inclusive 
Classrooms

Students are supported within 

inclusive classrooms. This allows 

them to work alongside peers and 

gives them access to the same 

programming as everyone else. 



Possible Supports 
for Vision • CCTV in classrooms

• Increased print size

• High contrast colors

• Recording assignments and 

class instruction

• Changing R/W tasks to L/S

• Reader for exams

• Scribe for exams and 

assignments

• Webinar support



Possible Supports 
for all students

• Extra time for assignments and 

exams

• Frequent breaks

• Ergonomic chairs

• Specialized keyboards

• Instructional Assistant Support

• Mental Health Supports

• Adapted assignments

• Wheelchair adaptable tables



Tech Supports 
for all students

• FM systems in classrooms for 

students with hearing loss

• Read & Write Software

• Voice Over App

• Using Hot Keys

• Screen Connect for webinars

• Adaptive keyboards



IPP Meetings
• Teach clients they have a voice.

• Promote self-advocacy

• Ensure the client is supported in 

the way the prefer

• Allow students to set learning 

and settlement goals

• Increase instructor 

understanding of the needs of 

the student







Using Voice 
Over

Practicing using Voice 
Over to let his IA know 

he is ready to meet. 
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