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Background

COVID disease was first reported
in Wuhan in Dec 2019 and the
WHO declared the outbreak of a
global pandemic in March 2020.

International students, especially
those from Asia faced anti-Asian
racism both fromin-person
violence and cyberracism. (Guy,
2020; Dubey, 2020; Firang, 2020;
Human Rights Watch, 2020).

On March 16, 2020 Canada
announces plans to close the
border to international travel

(Global News,2020).

Colleges and universities across
Canada were closed, and
students experienced rapid
changes to theiracademic life
with online learning.




Research
Question

How does mainstream media in Canada
portray inbound international students
during COVID-19?

How does mainstream media in
Mainland China and Taiwan portray their
outbound international students during
COVID-19?

What discursive frameworks were
evident in media stories published by

these media outlets about international
students during COVID-19?




Images of international students in media representations and policy
documents in Canada

recipients of the generosity of
Canada

Ideal immigrants

have moral deficits and are

lawfully wrongdoers. burden/harm/threat/competitors

(Anderson, 2020; Lee et al., 2020; Scott et al., 2015 ;Stein & Andriotti, 2016 )



Theoretical Framework and Methodology

Media Framing

Framing, as defined by Entman (1993), is a
process through which journalists “select some
aspects of a perceived reality and make them
more salient in communicating context, in such a
way as to promote a particular problem
definition, causal interpretation, moral
evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for
the item described “(p. 52).

Neo-nationalism

Neo-nationalism, conceptualized as
“discrimination based on national identity” (Lee,
2016, p.23), is a critical framework to explain the
segregation by nationality even within the same
race (Lee, 2017).

Critical Discourse Analysis

CDA is “fundamentally interested in analyzing
opaque as well as transparent structural
relationships of dominance, discrimination,
power and control as manifested in
language” and aims to “investigate critically
social inequality as it is expressed,
constituted, legitimized and so on, by
language use (or in discourse)” (Wodak &
Meyer, 2009, p. 10).



Data Collection

Jurisdictions Canada Mainland China Taiwan
Selected media The Globe and Mail Xinhua News Agency TVBS
CBC News Remin Daily EBS
Platform Facebook Weibo Facebook

Search Term

International student

“Liuxuesheng”
BFHE)

“Liuxuesheng”
(B2%)

Time Period’

March 11, 2020 to March 10,
2021

Jan 28, 2020 to March 10, 2021

March 11 2020 to March 10,
2021




The Globe and Mail @
April 10, 2020 - @

Canadian universities are preparing for a very uncertain fall term because of the coronavirus.

Canadian News Media

Theme #1

International students as important
financial resources.

THEGLOBEANDMAIL.COM

Universities, colleges face potential budget crunch as they assess impact of
COVID-19 on international student enrolment



Canadian News Media

Theme #2

International students are isolated and
disconnected.

March 24, 2020 - Q@

Thousands of miles away from their families, international students watch as borders shut
down, airlines cancel flights, and countries announce drastic isolation measures.

i
CBC.CA

International students feeling isolated and financially strapped as they wait out
pandemic



Canadian News Media

Theme #3

_International students as victims of
increased anti-Asian racism/hatred in
Canada.

The Globe and Mail @

September 14, 2020 - O
Online portal allows victims to report incidents ananymously, with
44 percent of attacks in British Columbia

THEGLOBEANDMAIL.COM

Data shows an increase in anti-Asian hate incidents in
Canada since onset of pandemic



Mainland China
News Media

Theme #1

International students are “heroes”.

Overseas Chinese students
organized volunteer team to
collect medical supplies
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Mainland China
News Media

Theme #2
International students are “care
receivers’.

#Chinese students in Japan
Vlogged “health kits” allocation#
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Research shows the new waves of coronavirus
transmission in the City of Harbin is from a
returned international student

W -
...... 0 20-4-28 07:10 ¥E ¥18 weibo.com

. ] (AR EP TR ADRL LB RAHRERRSNEAE) PETRRRL. B
M ain I an d C h Ina RAENALBKKLIABE TFAREND, BERERDO. BRRENASLS
BAERATHY, DAFREREEHNREERORLERLLLR RTINS

WSS,

N ews M e d | a WIRENFSFBLEY, AN FRABEBATI, SEEANEL

ENUNEBBEEFIRREF-#N, KPR, WFERIBCRIREEMS, 2
MABABH, BEEERBENFSHT, ROFPRMEEARSEL, BNELH

BRRLRSWENNEES,
BEERRREREREEE, RSRARDER, FRNELSHETER, €
Theme #3 POEEHRLHAARSROW, Hit, EERTE, BERBELRRANERE

e, AXBONRNAETERLSN, B2ME, SHRCHREENRNE, EHK
ERETHRERE, SR, SRESTANRRRRERBLHLNT, HHON

I . l d e . . s BET R, SBREHICROCIEHEDRRBET ., BBPWAT, BEERNREA
nternational students are virus carriers . PERSREATEN. WL, (RHEOR)

- - - .-
B B B

RITEARERASE

i




Mainland China
News Media

Theme #4

International students are “victims .

#What is happening in Australia#? Due
to Covid, racism targeting Chinese and
Asian are frequently exposed in public.
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International students are
discriminated against for wearing
masks, foreigners scold "Wuhan
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Theme #1

International students as the victims
of “Wuhan pneumonia




Taiwanese student diagnosed in
the United States, netizens say
"don't come back to use health
@iy aiance.”
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Taiwanese News Media  viss sewos seme

Theme #2

International student as
competitors/consumers of medical resources.
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Returning to Taiwan is not
welcomed. International students
say they must go home.
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Taiwanese News Medla i s s - senoe

Theme #3

International student as “virus carriers,”
“rule breakers,” and the “breach” of

pandemic prevention
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International
Students

[Images of Bullying] (n.d.) https://www.sohu.com/a/456549449_121072174
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https://unsplash.com/@timmossholder?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Mainland China Canada

Sense of isolation
and disconnection

Sense of China pride “Breach” of pandemic

and nationalist spirits prevention

Anti-Asian
hate/racism

. Competitors
IS as care receiver and P

volunteer with China
heart

/consumers of
medical resources

JV A 4

The burden of medical systems

Virus carrier & rule breaker International students in economic term
Victim of racial discrimination and

violence



Summary of Canadian News Media

e \Who represent international students and who is welcomed and
who is not welcomed.

e |S areisolated and disconnected with societies in both host and
home countries.

® Spatial separation between anti-Asian hate racism in Canada and
In university campuses.



Summary of Taiwanese News Media

® Triggered geopolitical tension between China and Western allies.

@® Portray IS as rich people and the consumer (competitors) of limited
medical resources.

@® Portray IS as a “breach” of pandemic prevention, virus carrier, and
rule breaker.



Summary of Mainland Chinese News Media

e The representation of IS as the care receiver and volunteer also
indicate a sense nation pride and national spirits of China.

e The negative representation of IS in Mainland China generates hostile
attitudes in society, which is evidenced in the comments.

e The media discourses about IS is entangled with geopolitical
tensions.
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