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As a provincial umbrella association, AMSSA
acknowledges that B.C. is on the unceded homelands
of First Nations who have stewarded this land since
time immemorial. We recognize the privilege that we
have as settlers on this land and acknowledge that
AMSSA's operations is on the unceded traditional
territories of the x¥maBkwayam (Musqueam),
Skwxwu7mesh (Squamish),

and Saflilwata?/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. As
an organization, AMSSA is committed to creating a
safe space for Indigenous voices.
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About AMSSA

The Affiliation of Multicultural Societies and Service Agencies of British Columbia
(AMSSA) is the provincial umbrella association for agencies serving newcomers. The
organization strengthens over 90 member agencies, as well as hundreds of community
organizations agencies that serve newcomers and build culturally inclusive communities, with

the knowledge, resources, and support they need to fulfill their mandates.

AMSSA provides support by:
« Building knowledge and resources based on current research and policy trends

« Expanding partnerships and networks

« Developing and facilitating training events AMSSA
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AMSSA: Countering Negative
Rhetoric in British Columbia
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Rising Public Anti-Immigration
Sentiment of Canadians believe current

immigration rates are contributing
to the current housing availability

Percentage of Canadians who think there

is too much immigration to Canada, 2015- and affordability crisis
2024
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Source: Focus Canada Opinion Research Poll Source: Leger Polling (2024)




Overview of AMSSA's 3 Key Reports

@ Strengthening Diversity In BC

WORKING TOWARDS CHANGE: ’

UNDERSTANDING AND ADDRESSING NEWCOMER
HOUSING NEEDS

- . - AN EXAMINATION OF THE MOST ACUTE HOUSING NEEDS
A Collaborative Vision for JUNE 2024 AMSSA. 3
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A Collaborative Vision for Newcomer
Integration in British Columbia

The report delivers key messages and evidence-backed insights to aid

organizations in newcomer services with their outreach and partnership initiatives.

It has three main priorities:
1.
2.

Promoting Informed Public Perception of Immigration Realities
Strengthening Local Communities as Key Contributors to and Participants in
Newcomer Integration

Enhancing Settlement Sector Visibility in Provincial Government Relations




Working Towards Change: © %
Understanding and Addressing i
Newcomer Housing Needs @ s

« Avyear-long housing research project conducted by AMSSA, funded by the United Way BC

 Explores: the intersectionality of settlement of newcomers and housing with a specific
focus on the role of the settlement sector in addressing newcomer housing needs

* Focus: a broader group of newcomers, including: permanent residents, protected persons
and temporary residents (international students, refugee claimants and CUAET visa

holders) and focuses on the initial settlement period (first 5 years in Canada)

Research Question: What is the role of the settlement sector in the housing
conversation and how can the settiement sector participate in addressing the

housing crisis?




An Examination of the Most Acute © 8
Housing Needs of BC Newcomers: A %

Refugee Housing Strategy ®

Focus: Highlighting he housing challenges experienced by refugees and refugee
claimants over the last few years in BC and offering potential solutions, strategies and

recommendations to address some of these challenges.

The strategy recommends the following actions:
« Design and Build Housing Connection Centres
« Expand Rental Subsidy Programs

* Increase Capital Investments







Shelter for 'everyone’: Richmond
calls on Ottawa to fund designated
spaces for asylum seekers in B.C.

“It’s not about refugee claimants taking away those shelter spaces from
Canadian-born residents — it’s that there needs to be shelter and supports for
everyone and different folks have different needs,” Dumitra said.

Vancouver's emergency shelters
feel the squeeze as refugee claims
nearly double in B.C.

“Addressing asylum seekers’ needs with specific supports, including help with a
language barrier or filing their claim of refugee status, would free up shelter
spots quicker for those who are homeless and have other needs,” said Sabrina

Dumitra, acting CEO for the Affiliation of Multicultural Societies and Service
Agencies of B.C.




Newcomers to B.C. struggling to find housing and stability

JUNE 28, 2024

A new report is shedding light on the struggle newcomers face when trying to find housing in British Columbia. It found intersecting factors like
employment and language barriers, limit the ability to find housing for refugees and immigrants. As Travis Prasad reports, this is an all too
common issue.

@ Interview of Katie Crocker - On the Coast - CBC News rD
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Katie Crocker | Affiliation of Multicultural Societies and Service Agencies
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Resources



Examples of Resources

RAL CONSERVATIVES NDP

/RIDING
Party Mailing Address: 327 - 1434 Address: 33058 First Ave. Missiol Serergrhening Diversiy
Ironwood Street Campbell River, BC V2V 1G3
VOW 5T5 Email: pam.alexis@bcndp.ca
Email rreann gasper@conservativebe ca Phone: (604) 820-6203 (constitue .
Party Phone: 604-330-3554 5250) 387-1023 (minister) Dear [Name of Electoral Gandidate],

d South Bruce Banman
Address 2031 McCallum Rd #304, Party Office Address: #320 - 34 V
Abbotsford, BC V2S 3N5 Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Y 1L6 On behalf of [erganzation name, | would like to extend an invitation o discuss the future of
Email: bruce banman@conservativebe ca Email sarah kooner@bendp ca newcamer integration and the importance of cellaboralion between the [party name], different
Phone: 604-744-0700 Party Phone: 604-430-8600 levels of g and the settlement and i ion sector.

H s dWest Korky Neufeld Graeme Hutchinson
A Collaborative Vision for Newcomer Party Maiing Address 3271434 [Party Office Address: £320 34 v Wino We Are
- . °8.° 3 z Ironwood Street Campbell River, BC Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Y 1L6 [Brief descripfion of crganization].
Integration in British Columbia - romwosd e B A Y - T _
Enhancing Partnerships in Immigration and S::;I.pk:orknz..nggleg%zc;zervatwebc.oa Party Phone: 604-430-8600 {M‘SESV:J m:r:va mem Tlﬁhrelll:.a iliation o :or culturel nr:‘ée_s‘sn iervice Alg.enqe;lsl -

Inclusive Community Development
May 2024

Donegal Wilson Roly Russell for over [number of years].
Party Mailing Address: 327 - 1434 Address: PO Box 1592
Discussing the Fi

BC Electoral Districts Yooz e Outreach Letter
\YETe) e Templates

B.C.F Tracker - b Dy #
B October 2024
AMSSA Public Policy Brief No. 24-11 ter
October 4, 2024
Suppovting praian sectors public pocy o e
This brief focuses on the rhetorical framing of immigration within US and Canadian Background and Objective
political discourse. Both settler colonial countries use immigration to shape natonal
and both hold relatively attitudes towards immigrants. ‘With the B.C. Provincial Election taking place on October 19, 2024, our sector is gearing towards an
Hawever, some Inportant contexiual differances.ane at piay. Imgortant time In which ceclsions made wil have 2n Impact on the fuhwe of the Seftiement and
Integration in Brifish Columbia. Leading up Lo this, AM3SA aims Lo supporl our members” scoess o
us Canada the most up-io-date information and analysis of the current political climate impacting our sector,
Global rank s 3 desinalion 1 8
cournlry {2020) Theough these bi-weekly highlights of the provincial election, we aim fo share curent polling stats,
party highlights, media sentiments. relevant connectons o the LS. election. a3 wel as key
a"u"; ‘I.;f,"““"’“"“" ferzino 1a% % messaging and facls addressing some of the false matoric oul here surrounding immigration.
|
) 6% a0k Disclaimer: Please note this is an evolving sifustion and things are subject to change. The
‘Mg Acceolang Indes 7.95 oul of O {rarkad sixih B.46 out of 9 [rerivad first infarmation shared in this document is sccurats a5 of the date of the releass.
12079) amang 145 countres| amang 145 countrias)
- - - Summary and Analysis of the ‘B.C. Provingial Tracker -
Geoaraphical impec on Long land border wilh Mesico, | Butlered Trom humaritaran Nows due
Polling continues . . .
Hewever, wilh B
Policy Bri g=48  Provincial Election
IICy rIfS released on Septe

Trackers




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: About AMSSA
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Rising Public Anti-Immigration Sentiment
	Slide 6: Overview of AMSSA’s 3 Key Reports
	Slide 7: A Collaborative Vision for Newcomer Integration in British Columbia  
	Slide 8: Working Towards Change: Understanding and Addressing Newcomer Housing Needs  
	Slide 9: An Examination of the Most Acute Housing Needs of BC Newcomers: A Refugee Housing Strategy   
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Examples of Resources 

