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Introduction



University-Community 
Partnership



University-
Community 
Partnership

2011

Healthy Welcoming Communities 
Created by Immigrant Youth

P2P Funding

2013

Perspectives on Cross Cultural 
Counselling

UWO Innovation in Graduate 
Education Funding

2016

Cultural Identity for Adolescent 
Muslim Immigrants



University-
Community 
Partnership

2017

Needs and Challenges of Female 
Syrian Refugees

2018

Needs and Challenges of Female 
Syrian Refugees

2019

Barriers and Facilitators to 
Community Mental Health 
Services for Immigrant Youth

P2P Funding



University-Community Partnership
Current

2020-Present

Understanding the Experiences of Yazidi Youth Refugees



Introduction to the SLNRC

• Watch from 0:30 to 2:03

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV


Migration Trends

• Surge in international migration

• Migration to North American has 
increased ~ 3 million since 2015

• Economic growth & stability

• Increase in displacement 
events

• Canada

• 1 in 5 individual are 
immigrations

• 13% of the population is 
refugees

• 40% of refugees are children



Yazidi Refugees

• Watch from 2:04 to 3:38

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV


Yazidi Refugees

• Experienced severe & prolonged 
exposure to violence

• 2014: 74th recorded genocide
against Yazidi population

• Mass killings

• Extreme violence 

• Prolonged sexual violence

• Kidnapped and trained boys as 
child soldiers



Yazidi Refugees

• Distinguishing Characteristics

• Significant intergenerational trauma

• Short time between fleeing and resettling to 
Canada

• Young and predominately female age & 
gender distribution

• Distinctive language and little formal 
education

• Excessive rates of mental health problems



Yazidi Refugees: SLNRC

• Watch from 3:35 to 4:56

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV


Yazidi Refugees: SLNRC
360 Support Approach



Our Research



Yazidi Refugees

Problem
• Failure to provide adequate 

services and supports
• Focus on research has been:

• Immediate
• Perspective of women or 

service providers
• On not with the population



This Study

Understand the perspective of 
Yazidi youth on their experiences 
and needs, as associated with 
adjustment to life in Canada

• Research with not on youth

• Empower youth through the 
creation of art

• Increase community mental 
health support



Study 1: Group Concept 
Mapping

"What factors have hindered your adjustment to life 
in Canada?"



What factors have hindered your adjustment 
to life in Canada?



Study 2: Group Concept 
Mapping

"What factors have promoted your adjustment to life 
in Canada?"



What factors have promoted your adjustment 
to life in Canada?



Study 3: Art Based Study
"What would you like others to know about your 

migration and integration experiences"











Perspective of Yazidi 
Community Members

• Khalida Naso

• A Case Management Coordinator at 
SLNRC who works with their Yazidi 
clients; Khalida is also Yazidi

• Delveen Al-Naamo

• Yazidi community connection 
worker; Delveen is also Yazidi

• Two youth: Faeza and Asya

• Participated in all phases of our 
research study

• Passionate about advocating for 
their community and their needs



Perspective of Yazidi 
Community Members



Perspective of Yazidi 
Community Members



Yazidis at South London 
Neighbourhood Resource Centre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV


Art Therapy at 
SLNRC

• Watch from 7:49 to 9:55

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMD
MvKY0Do4&list=PPSV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMDMvKY0Do4&list=PPSV


Art Therapy



Boat Building











Discussion: Q & A
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