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Community of Practice 

Rainbow Coalition for Refuge



Evolving Language of Human Diversity  

SOGIESC

Sex Characteristics Intersex

Queer

Sexual Orientation 

Gender Identity &      
Expression

LGBTQI

Lesbian Gay Bisexual

Transgender





Uneven Human Rights Protections



Uneven Human Rights Protections

Protection against inciting hate



Persecution against SOGIESC Diversity

At least 68 countries criminalize same-sex relationships
ILGA



Transrespect.org

transrespect.org

Saved from:

http:/ / transrespect.org/ en/ map/ criminalization-and-prosecution-of-trans-people/

Transrespect.org

At least 57 countries criminalize gender diversity
transrespect.org

Persecution against SOGIESC Diversity 

At least 57 countries criminalize gender diversity

Persecution against SOGIESC Diversity



Implications of Intersectionality 

Compound to 
amplify
marginalization

Interact to 
create distinct
risks 

Racialization

Class

Sexual 
Orientation

Gender 
Identity

Gender 
Expression

Migration

Dis/Ability



International Impacts of Pandemic for LGBTQI 

Skape goating surveillance & 
backlash against  LGTBQI 

Livelihoods in 
informal sector 

gone

Life-threatening 
healthcare 

disruptions (Gender 
Care, HIV) 

Family 
violence 

under 
lockdown

outrightinternational.org/content/vulnerability-amplified-impact-covid-19-pandemic-lgbtiq-people
https://www.rainbowrailroad.org/what-we-do/report-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-displaced-lgbtqi-persons



Principles & Learnings 

Refugee travel is Essential travel 

G/local networks among LGBTQI Civil Society Orgs 
are critical connectors

COVID safe arrivals are underway, with resources & 
collaboration-What happens to resources in March 2021? 



Pandemic Impacts on LGBTQI Settlement 

Intensified stigma & threats 
in streets & workplaces 

Essential but 
precarious & at-

risk work

LGBTQI specific Digital 
inequities 

Domestic 
violence under 
social isolation



Principles & Learnings 

Lived Expertise informed (re)design

Don’t aim for Normal – Opportunity to renew with equity 

Collaborations flourish with reduced funding barriers

https://bit.ly/2NaRqxm

Consider Systemic, Indirect & Intersectional impacts



Resources

Pandemic Impacts & Recovery

• outrightinternational.org/content/vulnerability-amplified-impact-covid-19-pandemic-lgbtiq-people

• www.rainbowrailroad.org/what-we-do/report-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-displaced-lgbtqi-persons

• ASPIRE Guidelines of the UN Independent Expert on protection from SOGI violence and discrimination 
www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SexualOrientationGender/Pages/Index.aspx

Human Rights Status of SOGIESC Diversity

• UN Free and Equal - www.unfe.org

• ILGA report -/ilga.org/maps-sexual-orientation-laws

• Yogyakarta +10 -yogyakartaprinciples.org/principles-en/yp10/

• transrespect.org

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SexualOrientationGender/Pages/Index.aspx
http://www.unfe.org/


THANK YOU

Rainbow Coalition for Refuge – coordinator@rainbowrefugee.ca
Thank you 

Sharalyn Jordan  - sjordan@sfu.ca
Thank you to 
SFU Community Engagement Initiative

mailto:coordinator@rainbowrefugee.ca
mailto:sjordan@sfu.ca

