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Game change
▪ Expanding the research tools for small areas/specific groups

Pre IMDB: Limited data for generating trends

The Census- limited in contents

The LSIC – limited sample size

Qualitative focus → qualitative & quantitative

▪Working with partners

bring in various expertise from different fields

Research design → Data analysis →Interpretation→ Dissemination



Change of the game - Genesis
▪ Pathways to Prosperity funded project in 2014 



Demographic profiles and economic 
outcomes
▪Who comes to NS?

▪ How do they (re)settle in our region?

➔Shortage of data to address these issues

for smaller region.
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Findings 
Employment rates 1 year since landing by immigration category & cohort



Explore Micro Trends
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Change of the game: Chapter X
▪ Child Youth Refugee Research Coalition (2016- )

How well do refugee children/youth fare in Canada?

Governmental 
partners

SPOs/NGOs 
partners

Academic 
researchers

IMDB: 

• Historical 
Trends of 
refugee youths

• Household 
conditions of 
refugee youths



Selecting a specific group of 
newcomers

▪ Selecting “Parents of refugee/immigrant children”

Example:

➔Refugees/immigrants who became a PR at the age of 25 or older

➔Those who filed the first tax return in the year of landing or 
following year with a child on the tax file.



Parents of refugee/immigrant children:
Highest Education at landing



Parents of refugee/immigrant children:
Knowledge of official language at landing
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Timing to start working among refugee 
and immigrant children



Access the IMDB
▪ Regression, causal analysis ➔Microdata

- Canadian Research Data Centres

- High level statistical skills needed

- Collaborate with researchers to be

sought



Access the IMDB
▪ Regression, causal analysis ➔Microdata

- Canadian Research Data Centres
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sought

▪ Tables/Aggregate data

- Statistics Canada’s interactive tables



Detailed information: 
Admission Category



Detailed information:
Outcomes

Landing Year

Outcome in:



Detailed information:
Geography



Detailed information:
Geography



Detailed information:
Geography



Power of the IMDB
▪ Population of immigrant tax filer records

▪Detailed information on individual characteristics/outcomes

▪Longitudinal data collection: tracking individuals overtime

▪Offers “contextual” evidence base for various programs

▪Bring people together!



Thanks!


