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Abstract

This arts-based ethnographic study centered on the phenomenon of school
integration and investigate the following research questions: a) How do newcomer
youth experience school? and b) How do these experiences influence their positive
integration into the school system? Participants included newcomer youth who were
in their first years of university in Canada. Their experiences were elicited through
a) cultural probes and associated individual qualitative interviews, and b) focus
groups. Preliminary results include the following significant themes: socio-cultural
discourses related to migration; identity negotiation; health and well being;
relationships; educational, occupational, and financial transitions; as well as future
plans in Canada.

Preliminary	Results

Participants

Migration	and	School	Integration

• The 21st century has been identified as the age of migration (Castle, 2003),
with a marked increase in immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers across
the globe (Arthur, 2013). Youth are currently the fastest growing group of
newcomers in Canada (Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 2012).

• School	integration	represents	a	new	point	of	entry	to	study	migration	among	
newcomer	youth.

• Defined broadly, this phenomenon captures the adjustment of newcomer youth
across all aspects of student life – both inside and outside the school context,
including English Language Learning, academic performance, classroom
behaviour, social networking, involvement in school life and extracurricular
activities, community engagement, emotional and familial well-being, as well as
understanding of the educational system (Kassan & Gallucci, 2016).

• This	study	addressed	the	following	research	questions:	
a)	How	do	newcomer	youth	experience	school?	
b)	How	do	these	experiences	influence	their	positive	integration	into	the	school	system?

• This	study	employed	a	social	Justice	framework	(Stewart,	2014)	and	an	arts-
based	ethnographic	research	design	(Goopy	&	Kassan,	in	press).	
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