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/ Of 258,057 immigrants admitted in Quebec between 2011-2015, 5228 camh
to the Estrie region. Recording immigrant attitudes towards the host majority
culture and other ethnic minorities, 217 Estrie iImmigrants were surveyed on
demographic, sociocultural, and psychological characteristics. Results show
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1. Reverse Bogardus (RB Ethnic Targets)
- Native Quebec Anglophones and Francophones are perceived to be equally open to close social contact
- This perception was shared by immigrants despite their region of origin
- There was a “familiarity bias” in perceptions of social distance

tested individually

drawn from the general population

Number of Participants

that immigrants’ perception of ethnoreligious groups, their view of native 43% male s - Immigrants from the same region of origin as the participant were perceived more favourably, e.g.,

; : 3 Average Age = 32 Colombians are perceived as significantly more open to social contact by immigrants from South
Quebeoers tolerance and acceptance of them’ their take on reIIQIOUS/CUIturaI geme Einances America than by those from Central/East Africa; French (France) are seen as more open to social
diversity, their self-rated life overall, social identity, and collective self-esteem, 82% Urban T T T contact by immigrants of North/Western Europe than by those from South America.

hol d/ f . f : - : e Time living in Quebec omrortable  Making  Struggling - When certain ethnic targets groups are perceived differently among immigrant participants from different
vary as a wnole and/or as a runction of region or origin or primary oticia 8 & ends meet regions, immigrants from South America are usually the ones with the least favourable opinion of these
language used. Implications for immigrant integration and retention are Median = 4 years English-speaking  56% 3 13% groups.

: French-speaking 29% 6% 249% - When looking at Official Language used outside of the Home (OL), English (OL-English) perceive ethnic
discussed. Official Language used outside of home targets (total score) as more open to social contact than do OL-French (t = 2.07, df = 197, p< .05)

French = 74%

. English = 18% Education 2. Reverse Bogardus (RB Religious Targets)
Introduction iz : 7
:g 41 | B Degrees of difference in openness to close social contact Three Points of Interest:
REiEioU AT aion 20 3 L 6 (Higher Score = Judged more open to close social contact) 1. Immi_grant participants’ RB ratings of religious groups place .
(All Immigrants) Importance of Religion 10 6 2 — S 5 Christians Significantly different from the rest Muslims as the second most open to close social contact. This
£ i‘z‘g In own life ° N N . N . s contrasts with native Anglophone and Francophone Quebecers
g » 60 e@e"'z’ Q}g*‘c’ o'&"OQ Q@"‘% ® & <« who always place Muslims as the religious group least open to
glgg ‘§ 50 Christian <& & N égé"\ ¥ A Muslims significantly different from the rest close social_contactf _ . . .
Protecting majority-group cultural identity and cohesiveness through the creation of the P s 2. South American participants perceive Muslims, Buddhists,
) ) ) . = 230 M Other . Sikhs, and Hindus as similarly less open to close social contact
‘Other” leads to challenges of social integration — the process of ‘Them’ becoming one of 5 than do participants from NW Europe, other regions of Europe,
e . £ _‘ L ._ / Importance of Cultural Diversity \ , North West Africa, and Asia (except for Sikhs)
Us = Creat Z g, (Official Language used outside of home) OL-English and OL-French follow the same pattern of
all deal g . perception of religious targets (total score).
 When perceived as the ‘Other’ immigrants are seen as different from the host community 25 0
g _g Christians Muslims Buddhists Hindus Jews Sikhs
.. i i . i i Muslim immigrants (X = o . - 2 _
»  Western societies adhere to the ideals of secularism. Identifying ethnic groups with 2.42,n = 33) more 50 than xjsxfr;ﬂﬁiif:tcsh‘fst‘i;@"‘ :
stereotyped faith traditions may cast immigrants as challenging these ideals. Seeing the Christian immigrants (¥ = I '\ gl rench & [REESEES AEERIMHMCE 2WE (R)) - | -
‘ ) . . : . 1.74,n = 116) think that religious their own culture is threatened (¢ - Regardless of which region immigrant participants were from, their RA (total) scores were similar.
Other’ in re|I9IOUS terms and as a potential threat creates social distance and dampens diversity enriches society (t=3.3, - 3.28, p<.05) - Native Quebec Anglophones and Francophones were both perceived to be similar in their attitudes towards

p< .05)

motivation to meet accommodation requests. accommodating immigrant requests.

Immigrant Participants’ Official Language used outside the home (OL)

Previous Research and Poll Results

Region of origin Asia NW Europe [Europe OtherCentral/East AfricaNW Africa |S America Latin America (+SA) Note:
OL-English immigrants believe th?st’cz'gﬁgii%:g?:gd be accommodating of Q . h tol t . 1. OL-French and English
. . . . . - . . Algeria, immigrar > N ¢ Francophones are tolerant concerning ' .
» The blending of ethnic/religious identities along with the recent debates over the meaning | . . perceive Qc Anglophones to
S Ee Burkina, . the conventions and customs of different be similarly tolerant
2 . . e . . - . osnia, Czec . Offical . e : .
of secularism in Western societies suggest that the host communities see immigration as Afghanistan|France, | 0t T on, Congo, |EEYPY |solivia, Brasi, |CUPa, Dominican _ ethnic communities in Quebec concerning conventions and
.. 7 . . e , Bhoutan, |Germany, ’ ’ ’ |lvory Coast,|_ .~/ ’ |Repubilic, o — 438 of dif
raising concerns about the space of religion in public space."!: v, v China, Iran, |Lithuania, |Hungary,  |Gabon, lle Mali, Chile, Guatemala, Haiti. communities in Quebec.
Included Countries . Portugal, Maurice, Kinasa, Colombia, . = 2. For OL-French there is a small
Japan, Switzerland, ) . Marocco, Honduras, Jamaica, T 300001 ol [EE Vi
. Romania, Mauritius, Peru, Uruguay, . . £ (t=2.7, p< .05) : g
] Lebanon, United o SN Senegal, Vil Mexico, Trinidad, 5 ethnic groups as open to
* Previous research has suggested that the tendency of rural Quebecers to conflate Phillipines  |Kingdom, | " L ' sudan, USA social contact and viewing
: . y . . . . . , . : ’ Togo, £ 3.66 immigrant beliefs an
immigrants’ ethnicity and religion enables the construction of an ‘us and them’ mentality." Tunisia : practices as needing to be
20000 accommodated (r = .2, p<.05)
3. For OL-French there is a small
correlation between viewing

« According to a 2013 Angus-Reid pollV', 77% of Quebecers agreed that “the values of ! : *‘ oL Engish S Sl s o s
Quebec society are at risk due to reasonable accommodation”. Only 23% agreed that them as tolerant (r=.22, p<.05)
“reasonable accommodation enriches Quebec society” while 65% thought that “laws and
norms should not be modified to accommodate minorities”.

4. General Perception of ethnic groups
- Qc Francophones are perceived to be warmer, more positive, friendly, respectful, comfortable, welcoming,
and competent than Qc Anglophones (Qc Francophones X = 5.1, Qc Anglophones X=4.4, based on mean
of total general perception score).
- Americans, Qc Anglophones, Chinese, Indians, Israelis, Mexicans, and French are seen more positively by
OL-English than OL-French.
- OL-English & French are no different in their perceptions of Afghans, Bhutanese, Colombians, Haitians,

Reverse Bogardus scale V(RB scores):

- Revised seven-item scale reflects participants’ perceptions of the extent to which ethnic/religious groups
welcome close social contact with them (accept them).

- directs participants to a targeted group, say lranians (ethnic) or Muslims (religious), and asks (in increasing order

« Public opinion polls have converged in documenting greater resistance by French over
non French mother-tongue Quebecers to questions of reasonable accommodation. Vi
When asked to consider accommodating cultural and religious diversity within Quebec

society, 3 recent study shows that Francophones’ conflation of immigrant ethnicity and of closeness): “Would Iranians (Muslims) exclude you from tiu?lr country’, ‘accept you as’a visitor’, ‘as a citizen’, Bosniang, Iranians, Algerians,. Congolese, i\/ioroccans, Peruvians, and Qc Francophones. |
. N . . : ‘as a co-worker’, ‘as a neighbour’, ‘as a close personal friend’, ‘as a close kin by marriage’? - OL-English and French perceive more positively: Qc Anglophones, Qc Francophones, Colombians, and
rellglon tempers their Wllllngness to accommodate |mm|grant Sp9C|a| requests.x - Targeted ethnic groups: Afghans, Americans, Quebec Anglophones, Bhutanese, Colombians, Chinese, Haitians, Mexicans.
Bosnians, Iraqis, Algerians, Congolese, Indians, Israelis, Mexicans, Moroccans, Peruvians, French, Quebec - Most negatively perceived (lowest scores) by OL-English: Bhutanese, Bosnians, Peruvians
Francophones. - Most negatively perceived (lowest scores) by OL-French: Bhutanese, Israelis
- Targeted religious groups: Christians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus - For OL-French a correlation exists between how tolerant they perceive Qc Francophones and their general
- RB score was calculated for each ethnic and religious group and later combined into a Total Score for all ethnic perception of them (r = .3, p< .05). There is no correlation between how tolerant they perceive Qc
targets and all religious targets Anglophones and their general perception of them.
- high RB score = target group perceived as more open to close social contact (more accepting).
- low RB score = target group perceived as less open to close social contact (less accepting). 5. Self-ratings of Life Overall
- Cronbach’s a (Ethnic targets) =.95 (Cl: .93 - .96); Religious targets = .89 (Cl: .86-.91) ) ) ] i Note:
P rese nt Stu d Self-rating of Life Satisfaction 1. Immigrants §hovy no
y Reasonable accommodation (RA scores): five-item Likert scale (1=strongly disagree, 6=strongly agree) Present, Past, Future, SIHEENEEs " seLling, Wl
Future in Quebec overall physical health now,

1. Every immigrant should respect Quebec’s rules and laws even though they may go against certain of their
religious beliefs or cultural practices (reversed scored)

2. It is necessary to alter the application of Quebec rules and laws in order to accommodate some of the
religious and cultural practices of immigrants

8.3 (t=2.17, p< .05) 10 years past, or 10 years in
8.0 the future.
2. In rating of Life Overall, they
show a significant (though

e Between 2011-2015, 10.2% of the 258,057 immigrants admitted to Quebec were refugees_ 3. Quebec Francophones are tolerant concerning the conventions and customs of different ethnic communities . . small) drop in their future
: : : : : : : in Quebec Overall health if they stay in Quebec.
An estimated 5228 immigrants came to the Estrie region which ranks as Quebec’s second . _— o . F=142,p<.05 This might be related to
) ] o ] ] ] 4. It is necessary for immigrants living in Quebec to adopt a Quebec lifestyle (reversed scored) TGS i (2] _
highest in receiving refugees. During the same period, 2520 refugees resettled in the area 5. Quebec Anglophones are tolerant concerning the conventions and customs of different ethnic communities Life Overall These Life Overall 10 years  Life Overallin 10 Lfe Overalln 10 rQetEZrl]Jt(Ie()cn of immigrants in
in Quebec days ago years years if stay in Qc
e Studies investigating immigrant attitudes towards host communities and the link between - high RA score (items 1,2,4) = greater willingness to accommodate immigrant religious/cultural practices
. . . . . . . - low RA score (items 1,2,4) = lesser willingness to accommodate immigrant religious/cultural practices i i
immigrant identity, health and well-being are underrepresented in the research literature ( ) & & gious/ P R N
- All immigrants showed the same patterns in social identity
General perception of ethnic groups scale : Likert scale (1=negative, 7=positive) - Group membership is not as central to their social identity (X = 14.6) as are their feelings about (X=
e Aimed at gauging local immigrant attitudes towards the host maiority Community and other - same ethnic groups as those listed in the Reverse Bogardus Scale, each assessed along the following opposite 20.7) and connections to (X=18.5) their cultural group.
ethnic minorities. this stud rovides a descriptive portrait of the demoaraphic. social dimensions: cold-warm, negative-positive, unfriendly-friendly, disrespectful-respectful, uncomfortable-comfortable,
’ _ udy p o _ p P _ _ . grap ’ ! unwelcoming-welcoming, incompetent-competent 7. Collective Self-esteem
cultural, and economic characteristics of immigrants in the Estrie region - high score= target group perceived positively
\ / " Ly SERre= EIEEE GTalp PETEERED nEgH el For all immigrants private collective SE is
Self-ratings of physical health and life overall : Likert scale (O=worst, 10=best) S|gn|f|cantIY hl.gher (Bonferro.m adiusted b
: _ . : . p< .05), while importance to identity is _
- high score= positive view of health and life onificantly | th Il the oth Note:
- Low score= negative view of health and life slghiticantly lower, than all the others The higher the immigrants’
Ref 0 collective self-esteem, the
ererences ' . :
Social identity scale : twelve-item Likert scale (1=strongly disagree, 7=strongly agree) — - si]ronl%er Luer bellcciaf th".ﬂ Ql.JebeC
Berger, P. (2007). Pluralism, protestantization, and the voluntary principle. In T. Banchoff (Ed.), Democracy and the New Religious Pluralism (19- - 3 subscales: Ingroup ties, Centrality, Ingroup affect feI?L;ougfccu?{zgszﬁzggglgrant
29). New York: Oxford University Press. - high score= strong social identification with own immigrant group ra?;tices (r =.20, p< .05)
ii. ?I;;)a?’bSaé Y. (2009). Who discriminates more? Comparing religious discrimination in Western democracies, Asia and the Middle East. Civil Wars, 11, - Low score= weak social identification with own immigrant group P — P
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