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Location of Immigrant Arrivals in 2013 

 
Highlights 
i At the provincial level in 2013, the highest rates of immigrant arrivals per capita were in the 

three Prairie Provinces. 
i Among census divisions in 2013, the Island of Montreal ranked highest with the number of 

immigrant arrivals being 1.9% of the resident population.  
i There were 8 census divisions (CDs) that ranked in the top 10 in terms of immigrant arrivals 

per capita in each of 2011, 2012 and 2013: Montreal, Peel, Toronto, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, 
Regina, Vancouver, and Queens County, PEI (includes Charlottetown). All (except Charlotte-
town) are relatively larger CDs. 

i In terms of the rate of growth in the number of immigrant arrivals, the vast majority of top 
ranking census divisions were in Quebec. The high rate of growth was typically due to  
Quebec census divisions having few immigrant arrivals in the earlier years. Thus, the  
absolute growth was relatively small but the rate of change in arrivals and, consequently, 
the change in demand for immigrant welcoming services, was large. 

 
Why: Immigrant arrivals in 2013? 
By about 2030, Canada will have more deaths than births. Thus, if Canada wishes to grow its 
population, it will need to continue to attract immigrants. For each region, population will only 
grow via attracting immigrants or via attracting migrants from elsewhere in Canada. 
 
The objective of this FactSheet is to provide two measures: 
i the regions of Canada that have attracted the highest number of immigrants, as measured 

by the number of immigrant arrivals per capita; and 
i the regions of Canada that have experienced the most rapid growth in the number of  

immigrants who arrived in their region, as measured by the average annual rate of growth 
in immigrant arrivals in the 5 years up to 2013. 

 
Findings 
From 1996 to 2013, the Canadian population has grown 0.6% to 0.8% per year due to immi-
grant arrivals (Table 1).  
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From 1996 to 2013, only two provinces (Ontario and British Columbia) continually had  
immigrant arrivals per capita at or above the national average. For these provinces in this  
period, immigrant arrivals per capita varied between 0.8% and 1.4% of the provincial  
population.  
 
From 1996 to 2004, three provinces (Quebec, Manitoba and Alberta) had immigrant arrivals in 
the range of 0.4% to 0.6% of their population. Since then, the rate of immigrant arrivals in 
Quebec has remained between 0.6% and 0.7%, whereas immigrant arrivals in Manitoba and  
Alberta have surpassed the Canadian average and ranked #1 and #2 in 2013. 

 
From 1996 to 2004, immigrant arrivals in the remaining provinces / territories were noticeably 
lower (at 0.3% or less of the provincial / territorial population). 
 
By 2013, 5 provinces and territories still had relatively lower rates (0.4% or less) of immigrant 
arrivals: Northwest Territories, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador, and 
Nunavut (Figure 1). 
 
Importantly, in the period since 2005, there were 3 jurisdictions (Prince Edward Island,  
Saskatchewan and the Yukon) that moved from the lowest rate of immigrant arrivals (the group 
at or below 0.3%) to the group of provinces around and above the Canadian average. 
 
In 2013, there were eight provinces and territories whose immigration was between 0.6% and 
1.0% of their population. (i.e. straddling the Canadian average of 0.8%). 
 
This history illustrates the structural change in where immigrants are now going (more to the 
three Prairie Provinces) and the ability of two smaller jurisdictions to attract immigrants (Prince 
Edward Island and the Yukon). 
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Immigrant arrivals among census divisions1 
In 2013, the census divisions2 (CDs) with the largest rate of immigrant arrivals (as a percent of 
the resident population) were (Table 2): 
#1: 1.9% in the Montreal CD3 (ranked #2 in 2012); 
#2: 1.7% in the Peel CD in Ontario (ranked #4 in 2012); 
#3: 1.6% in the Toronto CD in Ontario (ranked #7 in 2012); and 
#4: 1.6% in Winnipeg (Manitoba CD #11) (ranked #1 in 2012). 

1. An alternative way to view the data is to tabulate immigrant arrivals for Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) (population over 100,000) 
and Census Agglomerations (CAs) (population of 10,000 to 99,999). The advantage of a CMA/CA focus is that the vast majority of  
immigrants go to a CMA or CA. However, a CMA/CA focus misses 18% of the Canadian population. Some non-CMA/CA localities have 
consistently ranked in the top CDs in terms of immigrant arrivals per capita (e.g. Winkler in Manitoba). Our focus on CDs in this  
FactSheet identifies both the larger places and the smaller places with significant immigrant arrivals. In addition, many smaller commu-
nities are experiencing rapid growth in the number of immigrants. These smaller communities are now experiencing new demands for 
immigrant welcoming services and the number and location of these localities would be missed with a CMA/CA focus.  
2. A census division (CD) is a group of neighbouring municipalities joined together for the purpose of regional planning and managing 
common services (such as police or ambulance services). These groupings are established under laws in effect in certain provinces. 
For example, a census division might correspond to a county or a municipalité régionale de comté or a regional district. In other  
provinces and the territories where laws do not provide for such areas, Statistics Canada defines equivalent areas for statistical  
reporting purposes in cooperation with these provinces and territories. Census divisions are intermediate geographic areas between the 
province / territory level and the municipality (census subdivision). 
3. The Montreal CD is the Island of Montreal.  
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Table 2 shows the top 10 CDs among metro CDs, among partially-non-metro CDs and among 
non-metro CDs. In general, bigger places are able to attract relatively more immigrants – i.e. a 
higher share of their resident population arrives as immigrants in a given year.  
 
One purpose of ranking CDs in Table 2 is to show a ranking of requirements for immigrant  
welcoming services. However, because the same places have had a relatively higher ranking in 
recent years, they may have already built a capacity to welcome immigrants. 
 
Rate of change in immigrant arrivals 
Our second measure looks at the rate of growth of immigrant arrivals to indicate the places 



 

 

 
By Ray D. Bollman, (RayD.Bollman@sasktel.net)  

4. And 12 of the top 13 CDs are in Quebec (data not shown). 
5. And 16 of the top 21 CDs are in Quebec (data not shown). 
6. And 10 of the top 13 CDs are in Quebec (data not shown). 
7. These rankings will differ if we use data for the census subdivision (i.e. the incorporated “city”) or if we use data for the Census 
Metropolitan Area (i.e. the functional area that includes the commuting zone around the city).  
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where there has been an increase in the demand for local services to welcome immigrants.  
Perhaps not surprisingly, the largest rate of growth has occurred in regions that had very few 
immigrant arrivals at the beginning of the time period. CDs in Table 3 are ranked by the average 
annual percent rate of growth in immigrant arrivals in the previous 5 years. The top ranked CD 
was NWT Region 1 (incl. Inuvik) which went from 1 immigrant per year to 46 immigrants per 
year in the 5 years up to 2013. Averaged over the 5 years, this is a 114% average annual rate 
of increase in the number of immigrants. Of course, the absolute numbers are small. However, 
in 2013, the 46 immigrants in this region represented 0.7% of the resident population – just  
below the Canadian average of 0.8%. Thus, the rate of increase in the number of arrivals was 
large (#1 in Canada) and the number of arrivals per capita was large (ranked #18 across all 293 
CDs in Canada).  
 
Many of the CDs with higher rates of increase in the number of immigrants are in Quebec (Table 3): 
i among metro CDs (i.e. the CDs are entirely within a CMA), the top 7 CDs are in Quebec4; 
i among partially-non-metro CDs (i.e. part, but not all, of the CD is in a CMA), the top 3 are in 

Quebec5; and 
i among non-metro CDs, 7 of the top 10 CDs are in Quebec6. 
Thus, many Quebec CDs ranked relatively highly in terms of the rate of growth of immigrant  
arrivals. 
 
Arguably, there is a new and increasing demand for immigrant welcoming services in these CDs. 
The annual number of immigrant arrivals is often small in absolute terms – but the rate of 
growth over the previous 5 years has been substantial. 
 
Summary 
In 2013, Canada’s three Prairie Provinces attracted the most immigrants on a per capita basis. 
This is especially interesting because as recently as 2005, all three Prairie Provinces fell below 
the Canadian average in terms of immigrant arrivals per capita. 
 
On a per capita basis, larger cities continually attract more immigrants. In 2013, the Montreal 
CD attracted the most immigrants per capita (1.9%). The following census divisions7 have 
ranked in the top 10 in each of the past three years: Montreal, Peel, Toronto, Winnipeg,  
Saskatoon, Regina, Vancouver, and Queens County, PEI (including Charlottetown). 
 
The CDs with the highest immigrant growth rates are smaller CDs where a small absolute  
increase generates a high(er) percent rate of increase. Although absolute numbers are small,  
these CDs are experiencing major changes in the demand for immigrant welcoming services. A 
vast majority of the CDs with the largest rates of increase in the number of immigrant arrivals 
are located in Quebec.  


