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Immigrants — Earnings by Level of Education

Employment rates as a function of
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levels of education (Figure 1), because
the employment rates of similarly edu-
cated Canadian born are even higher.
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attainment (Figure 2). Among
individuals with university degrees,
male immigrants earned $17,759
less than Canadian born males. Female immigrants with a university degree earned $13,659
less than their Canadian born counterparts.

Source: Statistics Canada. 2011 National Household Survey, Table 99-010-X2011039

1. See “Immigrants: Employment Rates by Level of Education” in the December, 2013 P2P eBulletin
2. Our data on earnings refer to individuals 25 to 64 years of age with some earnings (i.e. with some employment income) in 2010.
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Figure 3: For Individuals With a University Degree, the (Negative) Gap in
Earnings Between Immigrants and the Canadian Born is Larger for Inmigrants
Who Recently Arrived in Canada
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Figure 4: For Individuals With a University Degree, the (Negative) Percent
Gap in Earnings Between Immigrants and the Canadian Born is Larger for
Immigrants Who Recently Arrived in Canada

Percent difference in 2010 median employment income: Immigrants (with university degree)
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Given the policy interest in attracting
immigrants with university degrees,
we focus the analysis on this group
for successive periods of arrival in
Canada (Table 1 and Figure 3).
Employed immigrants with a uni-
versity degree who arrived before
1981 were earning more than the
Canadian born in 2010°. However,
employed immigrants with a univer-
sity degree who arrived after 1981
were earning less than the Canadian
born in 2010% Immigrants with a
university degree who arrived in the
most recent period (2006 to 2010),
had earnings that were about
$30,000 below those of Canadian
born individuals with university
degrees ($34,243 less for males and
$28,838 less for females).

This represents a 50% gap - an
immigrant with a university degree
who arrived in the 2006 to 2009
period earns about one-half what a
Canadian born individual with a
university degree earns.

Summary

¢ Immigrants with a university
degree are less likely to be employed
than Canadian-born individuals with
a university degree.

¢ Among employed immigrants, the

earnings gap is larger for individuals with a university degree.
¢ For immigrants with a university degree who are employed, the earnings gap is larger

for recent arrivals.

¢ For both males and females with a university degree, the earnings gap of immigrants,
compared to the Canadian born, is over 30% for those who arrived after 2001.

3. Note that those who arrived before 1981 would have been in Canada for at least 30 years at the time of the 2011 National

Household Survey. Thus, many would have considerably more workforce experience than the average Canadian born individual
who is 25 to 64 years of age.
4. Recent immigrants would, most likely, have considerably less workforce experience in Canada than comparable Canadian born
workers.
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By Ray D. Bollman
(RayD.Bollman@sasktel.net)




